
 

Trade Unions and University Education:  
a Colloquium of Numsa Social Theory and GLU Alumni 

 
8 October, 2016 

Wits Club, Wits University 

 

8:00: arrival and registration 

8:30-9:00 Opening Remarks, Chair: Michelle Williams 

 Vishwas Satgar: Day’s programme, Wits’ commitment to union education, objective 
of colloquium 

 Dinga Sikwebu:  Why Numsa initiated social theory course, role it has in union 

 Andrew Chirwa: Importance of social theory, union, university and union linkages 
 

Panel I (9-10:30am): Learning and Skills Experiences, Chair: Louise Hagemeier 

Speakers: Samual Makoti, Mabongi Ntombela, Mandisi Mantlaka, and Vanesia van 

Rooyen  

Panellists reflect on how you experienced the learning process.  What did taking the social theory 

course mean to you? What skills did you learn? More specifically what reading, research, writing, 

and exam skills did you learn? What ideas and concepts, and the content did you learn? What 

challenges?  

Tea: 10:30am to 11am  

Panel II (11-12:45): Personal stories linking social theory and experiences beyond the 

course, Chair: Vishwas Satgar 

Speakers: Meshack Mkhonza, Desmond Van Der Byl, Winnie Ramaube  

What was your personal experience and personal growth coming out of social theory? How did it 

change your life, including gender experiences, household and community experiences?  How has it 

impacted on your union practice and union role?  How did it help you understand your workplace? 

Did it impact on your further studies? Why did you choose to study further and why particular 

subjects? How has it impacted on your relations at level of gender, household, and community?   

Lunch: 12:45-14:00 



 

  

Panel III (14:00-15:30): Role of Postgraduate Education and Union Work, Chair: Crystal 

Dicks 

Speakers: Wezi Galera Shaba (University of Livingstonia/MCTU, Malawi), Freda Frimpong 

(Trade Union Congress (Ghana), Deputy Head Administration and Legal Department), Taurai 

Mereki (Communication and Allied Services Workers Union of Zimbabwe (CASWUZ), 

President), Edwin Anisha (Michael Imoudu National Institute for Labour Studies, Ilorin-

Nigeria, Deputy Director) 

GLU alumni will reflect on postgraduate education (GLU) and what it means for their union work, 

work within the region and for building solidarity with other unionists.  

Tea: 15:30-16:00 

Panel IV (16:00-18:00): Worker Control and Numsa Moment, Chair: Dinga Sikwebu  

Speakers: John Manana, Yondela Gijane, Xolani Mkunqwana, Luvuyo Pokomela, and 

Msimelelo Jantjies  

This panel focuses on how the social theory course has impacted on the politics of the union as it 

relates to worker control and the numsa moment, as well as collective bargaining. What role has 

social theory played in shaping the ideas of the union (e.g. 2013 Special Congress), new formations 

(e.g. united Front, ‘workers’ party’), and other engagements beyond the union.  What impact do 

university education programmes like this have on trade unions, the labour movement, and 

progressive spaces?  Has it helped build internal democracy?  What impact has it had on linking up 

with precarious workers, with organizing and building solidarity with unemployed and informal 

workers? 

18:00-18:05 Closing Remarks (reflections on the day): Devan Pillay 

Vote of thanks: Michelle Williams 

Finger foods and drinks: 18:00-20:00 

 


